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poor are more likely to rely on agriculture than other rural
households and that makes agriculture a key to poverty and
hunger alleviation intervention. Hence, enhancing the
productivity and incomes of small holder family farmers is
key to progress.

The growing population, expanding urbanization
and rising incomes have raised a wide range of important
issues linked to national food-security, including dietary
preferences, especially higher demand for livestock
products and consumption of more processed foods. n our
efforts to address the complete paradigm of food and
nutritional security - by connecting Agriculture-Food-
Health-Nutrition-Environment-Employment appropriately-
it has become imperative that we look at the health and
quality status of the produce from Seed to Plate, Pond to
Palate - and Farm to Fork. This would also reduce the
burden on health care systems in the society. It is just to
emphasize the fact that anything that is done smartly, rightly
and timely at the farm level would result in a better quality
and safety which will also improve the farm income.

Entrepreneurship development for students of the
University and their placement and also progressive farm
youth has to be given top priority te promote more scientific
and innovative technologies for better economic returns to
bring in sustainability. The success of EDP depends on the
competency in skills and managerial capabilities. We should
understand that today's requirement is more focused
towards quality than quantity concerns, safety for better
health, and profits for continued sustainability. The students
should venture in to start up programmes through student
innovations which really requires the suitable technology
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incubation facility in all Universities. The agri professionals
should become job providers rather than job seekers. This is
the theme on which NIFTEM, the University currently T am
heading, is working and it requires comprehensive
knowledge and conceptualization of a profitable business
model with clear understanding of the market needs. I
welcome UAHS Shivamogga to have collaboration with
NIFTEM in terms of entrepreneurship management in
agriculture or food processing and the importance of
incubation facilities could be better visualized.

Post-harvest losses are very high (6-18%) amounting
to about Rs. 95,000 crore annually, particularly in perishable
commodities like fruits, vegetables, milk, meat, fish etc.
Sufficient infrastructure for storage and transportation
holds the key with effective backward and forward
integration of farm operation, processing and marketing. The
MOFPI Gol has come up with many schemes which requires
a serious effort by the Government and by the farming
clusters. The coneepts of farmers associations, farmers
clusters,  farmer producers organizations/companies,
primary processing centres, transport infrastructure, mini
and mega food parks including packaging and mass and
quality management needs good investments, Besides the
potentialities for agro-based or bio-based industries have not
been realized due to lack of infrastructure. Recently, agro-
industrial potentialities of crops like maize, soybean, potato,
litchi, efc. have been recognized. Tuber crops such as yams,
sweet potato, taro, tapioca efc. can be used as source of
carbohydrate, starch and protein not only for human
consumption, but also fo sustain the traditional animal
husbandry practices. Besides, sericulture, mushrooms,
floriculture, apiculture, natural gum and resins open great
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least heed to them!'. And further, 'They alone live who live

Jor others, rest are more dead than alive'. Let us stand up
and be counted among those who would not only be
accepted, but respected.

I take pride in congratulating all the graduating
students and award winners and wish you all the best in all
. your future endeavors.

God bless you all and thank you,
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